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TAGS: EAIRBELUNE 

SUBJECT: CIV AIR: RUMORED FUSION OF KLM, SABENA AND LUXAIR 

REF: LUXEMBOURG 194 

BELGIAN PRESS HAS GIVEN PROMINENT PLAY TO STORY OF TALKS 
AMONG COMMUNICATIONS MINISTERS ABOUT CIVIL AVIATION 
MATTERS IN AN EFFORT TO CONTROL SPECULATION, BELGIAN 
COMMUNICATIONS MINISTER CHABERT IS QUOTED BY LE SOIR AS 
SAYING, "INFORMAL AND EXPLORATORY CONVERSATIONS HAVE 
TAKEN PLACE, IN SEEKING SOLUTIONS TO THE PROBLEMS 
CONFRONTING THE CONCERNED COUNTRIES IN THE FIELD OF CIVIL 
AVIATION.. CONTRARY TO RUMORS THAT HAVE CIRCULATED, THERE 
HAS BEEN NO NEGOTIATION AMONG THE NETHERLANDS, 

LUXEMBOURG, AND BELGIUM CONCERNING THE CREATION OF AN AVIATION 
COMPANY FOR THE ENTIRE BENELUX." CHABERT'S DUTCH COUNTERPART, 
WESTERTERP, IS SAID TO HAVE CONFIRMED THAT NEGOTIATIONS 
HAVE NOT TAKEN PLACE. ACCORDING TO LE SOIR, SABENA 
REPRESENTATIVES SAY THAT MORE SIGNIFICANCE HAS BEEN 
ATTRIBUTED TO THE MEETING OF THE THREE MINISTERS THAN IS 
JUSTIFIED BY THE FACTS. ARTICLES GENERALLY DESCRIBE THE TROUBLES 
OF KLM AND SABENA AS HAVING TWO CHIEF ELEMENTS: (A) PRESENT 
OPERATIONS ARE LOSING MONEY, WITH NO IMMEDIATE PROSPECT OF 
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USG TO REDUCE CAPACITY ON THE LUCRATIVE NORTH ATLANTIC 
ROUTES IT SHOULD BE NOTED ALSO THAT ALTHOUGH CHABERT AND OTHERS 
HAVE BEEN QUICK TO DOWNPLAY THE SIGNIFICANCE OF TALKS 
ON THIS SUBJECT, MEDIA COMMENT HAS NOT BEEN AT ALL HOSTILE 
TO THE IDEA OF A SINGLE PAN-BENELUX AIRLINE. 

FIRESTONE 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CIVIL AVIATION, AVIATION AGREEMENTS, AIR ROUTES, NEGOTIATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 21 MAR 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975BRUSSE02533 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7501 00-0589 
From: BRUSSELS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750329/aaaaazqz.tel 

Line Count: 67 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EB 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 75 LUXEMBOURG 194 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: hartledg 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 19 JUN 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <19 JUN 2003 by chichels>; APPROVED <26 FEB 2004 by hartledg> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CIVAIR: RUMORED FUSION OF KLM, SABENA AND LUXAIR 
TAGS: EAIR, BE, LU, NE, KLM, SABENA, LUXAIR 
To: STATE LUXEMBOURG 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



